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in the common difficulties and the various ex-
periences of government; to enable a statesman
to place himself at a general and spacious stand-
point. All this, whether it be "worth much or
little, and it is surely worth much, is something
wholly distinct from directly aiding a statesman
in the performance of a specific task. In such a
case an analogy from history, if he be not sharply
on his guard, is actually more likely than not
to mislead him. I certainly do not mean the
history of the special problem itself. Of that he
cannot possibly know too much, nor master its
past course and foregone bearings too thoroughly.
Ireland Is a great standing instance. There is
no more striking example of the disastrous results
of trying to oyercome political difficulties without
knowing how they came into existence, and where
they have their roots. The only history that
furnishes a clue in Irish questions is the history
of Ireland and the people who have lived in it
or have been driven out of it.